SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
revolutionary psychology was correspondingly ecstatic
and to some extent timeless. The conflict between the
true Marxists, with thek hard and real sense of time,
and the anarchists in Spain to-day, is an indication of
the essential immaturity of all bloody revolution. It is
in this sense, within the Marxian framework of ideas,
that one may legitimately speak of the "sacrifice" and
waste of vitality involved in bloody revolution.
As I have said, for the Russian Communists to
appear suddenly before the people with the declaration
that Communism had arrived would be a departure
from the true position. To say any such thing at any
point in finite time would amount to hypocritical
mysticism. It would be "un-Marxian and undialectical."
It would involve the substitution of ritual for dkection.
It would amount to a repetition of the hypocrisy of all
churches in the modem world* On the other hand, there
is danger in the perpetual reiteration of: "We are still
only a Socialist society, but to-morrow we shall have
attained to Communism." What, therefore, will happen
to the doctrine, in the years to come, in the Soviet Union?
Here let me be so bold as to make a forecast. I do
not believe the Party in the Soviet Union will ever
make the mistake of declaring the arrival of Com-
munism. On the other hand, I suggest that they will
avoid, also, discussing the future date at which the
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